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Dear Reader. 


Children are very much in the news todsy, but 
all for the wrong reason! It is not about bravery 
awards or about our President interacting with 
students, 


Printed and published at uberne wee 

Bharathan Press about a psychotic 

on behalf ot killer in Noida 

Bharathan Publications | who lured 

Private Limited children, one 

bestoeatas after the other to 
47-NP, Jawaharal Nobu Road, 

een his home and 

Chetan ee destroyed them in 

the most cruel 

























printer and publisher 
Lakshmi Natarajan manner, The 
media is full of 

















editor: 
Sootha Ravi news about this 
layout madman that i 
&. Stephen | impossible to avoid knowing about the gruesome 
PR Rajan crime he committed. It is better, instead, to faze the 
MMotan facts, 
. Karthikeyan Such mentally sick people do exist, not only in 
tolephones. Noida, but all over the world, though they arc only 
2225 1522, a few. But the number does not matter, The damage 
2225 0623, that these people create is awful. What is worse, 
2225 1324 these persons cannot be easily identified and 


f 
o4s-2 





segregated. On the outside they appear to be quite 
25 1021 normal 





emai: So it is for the children and their parents to be 
editor careful. Don’t trust anybody easily with 
okulam@kalkiweeklycom familiar faces, if you find their behaviour a little 
subscriptions strange or abnormal, don’t hesitate or be afraid to 
Subseription@kalkiweekiycom ta}: ¢9 your parents about it. Don't talk to strangers 
inimaramermation: und if they try to tempt you with something or the 
amirecan other, don’t be carried away. Parents should talk to 
seechayeey their children and without frightening them; warn 
Re 120 them of dangers lurking behind strangers and strange 

overseas : annual behaviours. 

26 US Dolars 

DE Magazin for Chileon 








subscription rates 





Being forewarned is being forearmed. 
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ARJUN KANNAN ® — Moncycomes 


from the Old 
English word for 
‘day of the moon’, 
which is translated 
from Latin ‘lunae dies’. Tuesday, was 
orginally translated from the Latin 
word.dies Marti, 'day of Mars’ and 
named after the Germanic god Tiw, 
Wednesday, is translated from, 
Mercurii dies (day of mercury) and 
named after the Germanic god Odin. 
Thursday, ‘day of thunder’, is 
translated from Latin ‘Jovis dies’ or 
Jupiter's day’. Jupiter was the 
god associated with thunder 
Friday, is translated from 
Latin 'Veneris dies’, or ‘day of 
Venus’, and named after the 
Germanic goddess 
igga. Saturday, or 

‘day of Saturn’, is 
translated from 

) nl Latin 'Saturni dies’. 
Sunday, or ‘day of 
the sun’, is 


emperors, _A i) translated 
Julius Caesar 


and Augustus. . 
September i] | 
comes from 

Latin septem, eric) 
meaning seven; it was originally the 
seventh month of the Roman year. 
Similarly, October, November and 
December are named after Latin 
octo, novern and decem, the eighth, 
ninth and tenth months of the old 
Roman calendar respectively. 


Tn this issue tet us look at the 
origins of the different months of the 
year and weeks of the day. Some of 
these are based on Roman gods and 
others on the months of the old 
Roman calendar. 

January, the first month, comes 
from Latin ‘Januarius', month of 
Janus, the Roman god who presided 
over doors and beginnings. 

February is based on Latin 
‘februarius’, the name of a 
Purification feast held in this 
month. March, comes from 
Latin ‘Martius’, month of Mars 

April, comes from Latin 
‘aprilis!. May, from Latin Maius 
month of the goddess 
Maia, June, comes from 
Latin Junius, month 
of Juno. Ky. 

July and August 
are so named after 
the great Roman 











































from Latin 
‘dies solis’ 
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How many hours have you sat in 
front of the television watching 
Mr-Bean? Too many, I’m su 
much to the annoyance of your 
parent 
Here is some information on the 
origin of Mr. Bean... Perhaps you 
know some of it already? 











M« Bean, a UK based show, has 
been a worldwide hit 
character is played by Rowan 
Atkinson who created the character. 
Ttis about a man whose whole life is 
just one funny situation after another 
He hardly talks, but words are not 
needed. It is his non verbal whict 


The main 





captivating. Every 
funny whether it is 
going to the dentist, or going to 
church, Mr. Bean is a grown man, 
but he acts like a child. He has a 
stuffed bear named Teddy which is 
his confidante. He carries him 
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around all the time. Then there s the 
yellow mini he drives around in, He 
encounters many an everyday 
situation that requires thinking cn his 
pant, The way he resolves it is often 
with many disruptions, even if 
humorous. This show is full of laugh 
after laugh! 















The character Mr. Bean was 
revived in 2002 as an animated 
series. It featured little actual 
dialogue, most of it being either little 
sound bites or mumbling, Rowan 
Atkinson provided the voice for 
Bean, and all of the animated Bean 
actions are taken from Atkinson 












himself 





them funny. Ai 
Some people feel that an stumbl 

animated Mr. Bean is a poor patch among the 

on the real. Though the cartoon th that 






character is capable of far stranger 
adver 


allest chil 
lures and facial expressions, find funny 


they 







w 
miss the ‘real a 
Mr-Beun! However, ‘ 
colourful, animated 2 


character 





is more 1 
ndearing to younger al 
children than an actor ‘ 

The comedy is mostly tk 
slapstick. Slapstick ax 








when a character is thei 
slightly ‘dumb’ and Mr 
prone to accidents ney 
mishaps all the time Pr 















dults 
few 
the 


dren 


Th one story 
Mr Bean 


depicted as having 





n ‘alien’ oF jouter 
The 


inal episode of this 


space’ origin. 





story has a couple of 
Beans’ from outer 


space come to 
retrieve their lost 
Mr 





0 go 
back: he opts to stay 
th his virlfriend 


Mr 
Mr 








M 
lady 


he title music is 
most like pied 
per 


pipe drawing 





he children wo the TV 
ith smiles on their 
es and a laugh in 


hearts, 





5 


7 GOKULAM 


Sri Sri RAVISHANKAR 


This is the first of a series of 
articles written just for you by 
the world renowned and revered 
Guru Sri Sri Ravishankar. 





Hw do you fee! when the week 
begins? How do you feel about 
going to school on Monday 
how do you feel on Friday...? Some 
of you are waiting for the weekend 
tocome and some of you are waiting 
for Monday, to get back to school 





When school is not fun, you wait for 
the weekend. But what makes you 
feel that school is not fun? You feel 
there is no freedom in school. This 
is because you get bored when you 
force something on yourself 

Change can stop the boredom. 
Move away from textbooks now and 
then. Pick up a book at random from 
the library and read - you will not 
feel the time pass. You will 
overcome boredom. 












Masking a new friend can make 
your school life fun. Are you on 
friendly terms, with everybody in the 
classroom? If you can make one new 
friend week, then something in you 
blossoms. This is real education. 
Real education is how strongly your 














pe 
you 





jonality develops and how much 
to people around yor 





Wat stops you from bein 
friendly with everyone? It is because 
we have a fear of the other person's 












opinion of us. These 
barriers are our own 
creation. These 
blocks’ lie in the 
way of friendship. 
As we grow older the barrier 
becomes bigger and very hard to 
break. So right here in school you 
have a wonderful opportunity to get 
over this barrier. 











Annything that you feel you can't 
handle by yourself, go and talk to 
her. If you find it difficult 
to be open to a teacher who doesn't 
respond, put yourself in your 
teacher's shoes. The teacher has 
twenty children in a class. The 
teacher can only put out one hand. 
Who is going to shake that hand? 
Ins up to you to shake it. Then 
you will find that the teacher is 
not cold. You will feel the 
change, When we were 
young we were so 
attached to our class 
teacher, that we 
would give 
our teacher a 
flower or 
something 
everyday 
We felt so 
close. The 
teacher helps to 
develop your 
personality and 
make it blossom 
fully 





your 
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Tadon'tthink school children a phone booth. Cell phones are just 
should carry cell phones to distractions. They are not necessary for 
school. If they need to call their school children. 
parents, they can do so from the —P.Gomathi Priya, Std VU. 
school office room or call from S.B.1.0.A Model School, Chennai 













Cott phones are hi 
they facilitate connectivity. What if my 
father/mother has to contact me to say that 
he/she won't be able to pick me up from 
school that particular day? What if lam sick 
or meet with an accident and need my 





hly advantageous as 


parents” help? 
—Tanya Std IX, 
Nirmala Matriculation School, 
Chidambaram 








Tn my opinion, cellphones could have 
proved very useful in the hands of students 
if added features like 





music a 




















ming. were absent. It is the misuse of all 
these fe: 





res that has created a sort of fear 





QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 





Tejaswi of Coimbatore asks: 

-Pods and MP-3 players fe. But, listening to music using 
headphones can damage the ear and you may even lose the music in your life. IS 
music needed so badly for people even when they are on the move? 

‘Send us your views by 12.02.2007. Each published entry will receive a prize 
of Rs. 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, class, school and residen- 
tial address. Those of you who are non - residents of india should send us a lecal 
(indian) address too. You can send entries by post or by e.mail 
(Gokulam @kalkiweekly.com) 





the rage work 
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in the minds of the parents. I recently 
read an article that Japan is planni 
to launch a “socially responsib! 
mobile which does not have 
messaging facility, phone-book or any 
other entertainment facility. In fact. 
the child would be able to access only 
limited numbers. Such a cell phone 
would definitely be a blessing for the 
parents so they can know where their 
children are. Till such mobiles are 
launched, I think students should not 
be permitted the use of mobile phones. 
—Swathi Sreenath, Std VIII, 
Holy Cross Senior Sec School, 


need to carry cell phones 
to school. It is a distraction to have 
fone. It is a valuable item and a child 
could lose it, causing unnecessary 
worry. Students just play games and 
send messages on the cell phone and 








‘waste their time. 


—M.Jaya Jyotl 

Reddy, Std VII, 
Shanthiniketana 
‘Trust School, 














Bengaluru 
Cet) phones are meant for 





commun 


vention has bad as well as good 
qualities and a cell phone is no| 
exception. Children have  to| 
understand the value and utility of the 
cell phone and make the best of it 
—Keerthi Reddy, Std IX, 
St.Ann’s High School, Hyderabad, 


phones while in school. But they 
‘may need it when they attend tuition 
classes till fate in the evening. Then it 
is better to carry a mobile. 

— Diganta Jena, Std VIII, 
DAV Public School, Bhubaneswar 
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© Without air, the sky would 
look black even during the day! 





© Some Australian farms are so 
ge, farmers use planes to get 
across them! 





© In Denmark there are twice as 
many pigs as people! 

© A ship takes 3% days to cross 
the Atlantic Ocean, while a plane 
takes 








hours! 
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th of lightning has the 
same power as 50 million batter es! 


Source: DK Childrens Picture 
Encyclopaedia, 
— Priyanka, 
Std V 
Cathedral High 
School, 
Benguluru 





eA 
travels at 
144km per hour 


sneeze 
about 


drink 


© Tortoises 
Water through their n 





© A giant squid has the largest 
eyes in the world. 
© An elephant can smell witer 
three miles away 
© Leonardo da Vinei could w ite 
with one hand and draw with the 
other simultaneously 
— Poornima D.V. 
Karkala, 


© The Eiffel Tower in Paris was 
built in 1889 using more than 7,000 
tonnes of iron 
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© The liver is the only organ in @ ~—A giraffe’s tongue is 21 
the human body which, even if inches long and the animal can use 
partially remove 
original size, © > Gaint kelp is the largest plant 

© The driest place in Atacama in the sea. Itean grow to a height of 
desert is Northem Chile. Norain has 100m — as tall as a fifteen storey 
fallen there for hundreds of years, building! 


rows back to its iL to clean its € 








© Thousands of cat mummies Source : Internet 
have been discovered in 
yypt and there are ev 


mouse mummies, 















Shireesha 
Std XI, 
Benguluru 





presumably to provide 
food for the cats! 
Source: Fact Finder 

part:7 
—K.R.B.DI 
CSI Ewart School, 
Chennai 
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“You must be Elfie the new 
elephant from India,” said Zena the 
zebra 

“Elfie is not my name. My name 
is Yaanai. [heard them say that they 
will not be able to pronounce my 
name, so they should give me 
name,” said the elephant 

"Why did your mother let you 
g0?" asked Maan the beautiful deer 

“My mother and nfy brother 
Ganesh were killed by the poachers 
in Periyar , India,” repled Yanai. 

“Who are these poachers? Do 
they look like lions?" asked Zeena 

“No! Poachers are men who hunt 

















animals for their skin, tusk or homs. 
Elephants d 





not have 








le. The lions and the 
of us. We ar 














as killed in Africa too by the 
jor our homs, 1 was too 

rn Tcannot remember them, 
you do that? Where 
T want to go back to the jungle, 


Yana 


Are you not afraid of the 
poachers? There are no poachers in 
the 200,” said Rina 

I donot like it here. Itis too cold 





ere is snow all around us. In 


Periyar the sun shines all the t me 
we do not have to be so 
unhappy about the weather 


d Yana 





“You mean to say it never snows 
and we do not have to worry about 
sitting inside our little stall all 
winter?” asked Maan, 
"Yes." 

What do we do for food,” 
enquired Zee 

“There is plenty of grass and 
Look at this 
place. All the trees have no 
leaves and if you try 
nibbling on those pine 
trees itis like needlesin 











leaves from the tree. 











FRIENDS! 


your mouth and it is not tast 
Yaanai 

“Thave never been anywhere and 
I do not know any places. The 
humans have been nice to us and 1 
do not have to be afraid, They 
provide the food and there are no 





lions near us," 
animals, 
tam sad that I had to leave 
my friends in Periy 
“But, we are your new friends in 
this z00. You will like it here. In the 
summer, lots of people come to visit 
us, People are curious about us and 


said the other 








story 


T have learnt a lot 
about these humans, 
The bigger they are, 
the more afraid they 
are of us. They try to 








protect their children 
from us!” 


Y 


was very sad and he 








barely touched the food the 200 
keeper left for him. He kept 
dreaming of the sunny time, When 
he thought of his mother and brother 






















Anirudh Rajseshan 
celebrates his 14th 
birthday on 16th February in 
Dubai. 
“Wish you a very happy birthday 
and a prosperous future. 
—Ajit and Naresh 


he had tears rolling down his cheek 

Zeena, Rina and Maan were very 
kind. They refused to touch their 
food if Yaanai did not eat his food! 


He started to play with them and 
some days he even enjoyed the cold 
and the snow, The one nice thing 
about being in the z00 was you really 
did not have to worry about poachers 
and lions and tigers. Even though the 
lions and tigers were afraid of his 
size; he was afraid of their claws and 
teeth. 








When summer came, Yaanai 
was happy as he was able to go out 
and there were a lot of children who 
ted the zoo. He was not as sad as 
he used to be, but he could not forget 
his family. Elephants do havea good 
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Raghul Vasan celebrates 
his birthday on 22nd February. 
“We wish you a 
very happy, pleasant 
and joyful birthday. 
—Father, 
mother and 





brother 





memory you see. 

His friends kept him entertained 
with all their stories and he liked tis 
trainer who spent a lot of time 
teaching him how to play with the 
paint that was left in front of a board 
He slowly Jeamt to paint! A lot of 
people came to watch him paint. He 





became famous for his art as well. 

Only Yaanai knew what he 
painted! The art lovers came and 
tried to guess. 


Yanai and his friends always 
talked about the jungle. Slowly, 
Yaanai taught them all about the 
jungle. Even though he could not 
forget his old friends he knew that 
he was now happy with his new 
friends in his new home 



































Saddam Hussein, past President 
of Iraq, was sentenced to death by a 
special court. He was accused of 
having killed hundreds of his own 
countrymen, above all, people 
belonging to the Shia 
and Kurd com- 
munities and 
political opponents 
May be, he deserved 
the punishment but 
what created 
resentment in Iraq as 
well as in many other 
countries, was the 
«that Iraq is still under overall 
USS. command and hence the trial 
itself was looked upon as a farce 





his 














Our scientists in 
ISRO— Indian Space 
Research Organization— 
successfully launched the 
PSLY-C7, It took off from 
kota and injected 














cllites, one after 
another, into precise orbit 
Two satellites belong to 
India and two are from 
other countries, Coming 
just six months after the 
failure of the GSLV on July 
10, 2006, this achievement 
js a great morale booster to 
‘our scientists, 










Justice 
K.G Balakrishnan is 
now the Chief 
Justice of India, He 
‘Was sworn in by our 
President on January 14th 
As judge of the Supreme 
Court Balakrishnan has 
delivered several landmark 
judgements. His elevation as 
Chief Justice by itself is a 
landmark, since he is the 
first Chief Justice of India 
belonging 10 Scheduled 
Caste 


The United 
Liberation Front 
of Assam 
(ULFA) killed 
more than sixty 
poor, innocent 
Bihari labourers, 





nce minister A.K.Antony has 
sent the army in sizeable numbers 
for combing operations to capture or 
kill terorists. But the terrorists seem 
to hit and run, to hide in Bangladesh. 
A better solution would be a political 
‘one, where the terrorists will lay 
down arms and join mainstream 
politics to continue their demands in 
a democratic way. Let us hope that 
wisdom on both sides would lead to 
such a situation 
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Tn the January °07 issue of 
Gokulam, you have answered the 
question of a girl named Swathi. She 
had asked what she as an individual 
could do to reform this world. You 
replied that she as an individual 
cannot reform our planet but we can 
all collectively do so. While I 
appreciate your opinion I was a litle 
disgruntled and wish to express my 
view on the matter, 





It could be difficult for a single 
individual to bring about change but 
itis not impossible. Ifa person dares 
to, he can doanything, Through sheer 
will power, determination and self- 
confidence, an individual can achieve 
the impossible. It is through these 
qualities that he influences others to 
follow his path and make a difference. 

It was through the love 
compassion, kindness and dedicated 
service of a single Mother Teresa that 
a worldwide soc 
into being. This organization now 
helps thousands of unlucky 
poverty stricken people. It was 
through hard work, planning 
organization and sheer will that a 
single Narayanamurthy built the 
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multi national 
company Infosy 
Infosys now 
provides job 
opportunities to 
thousands of 
graduates. 
‘one should not 
under estimate 
and 








oneself 


+ thousands of 


think, “what can I do?” We can do 
something to make this world a 
better place. 

In the column, you have 
highlighted how one can live a true 
and honest life. I strongly feel that 
along with leading an honest life 
one must do something more. If 
one truly wishes to make a mark 
in life, one can start by helping out 


atan old age home or an orp! 


or by joining an NGO. If each one 
of us finds some time from our 
busy schedule to render service at 
such a place, we can surely spread 


happiness in this world. 
— Apoorva Shetty, Std 
Ramnarain Ruia Coll 
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M. ANUSREE NAIR 


February 2007 Goxutam 19 





\VAISHALI B. BAGADE. 





Nn ors 


LOCKED OUT 


ht was my brother's birthday 
and we had celebrated it by 
feeding the children in an 
orphanage. After lunch my brother 
and | picked up the sweets from 
the carto distributed. When it was 
time to leave we could not find the 
car keys. My brother suddenly 
recalled leaving the keys inside 
the car. We could see the keys 
inside the car — we were locked 
out! My father was rather angry 
with us for having been so 
careless. The manager of the 
orphanage helped us get hold of a 
mechanic and we managed to 
unlock the car. 
—Monisha Mohan, Std. Vil, 
St. Joseph Mat Hr Sec School, 
Coimbatore. 
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ADMIRER OF ABINAV 


My triend Abinav is a very 
good volleyball player. We always 
praised and admired him because 
it was he who was responsib e for 
our team's victory most of the time. 

Unfortunately, Abinav suddenly 
became too proud and started 
absenting himself trom the special 
coaching classes during the holi- 
days. Our P.T. Master decided that 
enough was enough. He kept 
Abinav out of the team in the zonal 
competition, After this, Abinav 
apologised and was brought 2ack 
into the team. He helped win the 
tournament and the medal. It was 
a great moment for us. 

—Aijit, Std Vil, Rotary 
School, Macurai 











‘\asty 
an l/254 bour 


_ 





I was reading Gokulam one 
day and my sister was skipping 
in the garden. Suddenly my 
mother called me: she seemed 
very excited. My sister had found 
a cute white pup. It had a black 
collar around it's neck. There 
were thorns all over its body. We 
slowly removed all the thorns and 
fed the puppy some milk and rice. 
We played with it thinking we'd 


keep it till it's 
owner came 
looking forit. It 
was a quiet 





puppy and 
seemed happy with us. 
Our neighbour Mrs, 


Jetson, had seen my sister 
carry the puppy into our 
house. As we were not on 
good terms with each other 
we ignored her and took the 
puppy for a walk 

‘On our way back home we 
saw a stranger approaching 
us. He looked angry and 
questioned us about the puppy. 
He then told us that 
the puppy belonged 
to Mr.Roberts and 
took it away. 


Later, on enquiring in the 
neighbourhood about the puppy, 
| came to know that it did not 
belong to Mr. Roberts or to the 
stranger. To my horror | found 
that Mrs.Jetson had played a 
trick on us to have the puppy 
taken away. 


— Gloria Peter Lazar, Std VIII, 
The Greenfinger School 
Solapur 


February 2007 Goxutam 21 


Dear Reader, 


T wish to share a humorous 
anecdote from my professional life. 
My job is to entertain people. The 
more people laugh, the more my 
boss appreciates me, and let me tell 
you frankly, this puts more bread on 
my table, I'm sure you have guessed 


on my face. The crowd loved it and 
roared with laughter. The next item 
was a juggling act using eggs. I was 
happily juggling with almost ten 
eggs when all of a sudden I saw 
something shoot out of nowhere. A 
big brown hairy hand grabbed a few 
of my eggs and before I realized 
what was happening, it threw them 








what my profession is by 
now, Yes! I am a plain old 
circus clown. 
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muvors 


This incident occurred when 1 
was with the Royal Circus. I went 
into the ring to do my antics between 
various main items. First I did some 
acrobatic stunts and landed safely on 
the ground with comical expressions 


at my face rapidly. 1 looked up 
angrily to see what had happened. I 
had eggs all over my face and 
dripping down the front of my dress. 
Again the intruder threw a few more 
eggs right on my nose. I heard the 


audience cheering grow louder and 
louder. They thought this was a part 
of the act. Not being able to see 
clearly, I suddenly felt a presence 
right next to me. So I backed away 
slowly. Suddenly the ground gave 
way under me. The floor was 
slippery and 1 shot into the air. 
Fortunately my hand came into 
‘contact with one of the rope ladders. 
instinctively climbed up the ladder 
and reached a trapeze. 
Sitting on thi 
quickly wiped the 
eggy mess from my 
face and looked down. 
‘The audience roared 
with laughter, The 
children 
jumping uy 
clapping their hands, 
I slid down the rope 
and landed in the 
middle of the ring. 1 
received a standing 
ovation! 


Who was the 


mischief-maker? Can 
you guess? He was 
Charlie the Chimp. 
Apparently someone 
forgot to lock his 
cage. He escaped 
and came into the 
circus tent. At 
first 1 was 

angry at being 

made a fool of. 











Story 


But when heard the 
audience cheer I felt 
very happy. Even 
now when I 
remember that 
incident, I burst into peals of 
laughter. 
— Arathy Balakris 
Std VII, Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 








‘Tripunithura 


























Ingredients: 


Khakras (or roasted papads) crushed 
Boiled potatoes - 2 or 3, peeled and diced 
Finely chopped onions - 1 or 2 
Chilly powder - 2 to 3 tsps 
Chaat masala - 2 to 3 tsps 
Salt -to taste 
Lemon juice - 1 to 2 tsps 


Method: 


1. Mix the diced potatoes and chopped 


onions, 


2. Add crushed 
Khakras (or roasted 
papads) to it 
3. Mix it well 
and add chilly 





masala and salt to the mixture, 
4, Sprinkle some lemon juice and mix again. 
5. Enjoy this delicious and mouth-watering snack. 






Apoorva 
Std XI, Bhayan’s College, Mumb: 
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Dear Grandma 

Even though I did not harm any 
of her puppies, I was chased by a 
bitch recently. After this incident 
I'm afraid of all animals, even 
cats! How do I overcome this fear? 
— Diganta Jena, Bhubaneshwar 





Dear Diganta, 

Allanimals, even 
pets, are wary of 
any harm befalling 
their new born. It is a natural 
instinct, They become suspicious of 
any one nearing them for, they don't 
know if the intruder has good 
intentions or bad. So it is for us to 
becareful. While there is no need to 
be afraid of animals, it is also 
necessary to understand their nature 
and be cautious. 

ok 


Many weight reducing and 
height increasing machines are 
being advertised which, itis 
claimed, will do the trick in a 
matter of minutes. Is it safe to use 
such machines? 

- K.Keerthana, Pune 





Dear Keerthana, 
I refuse to believe in man made 
miracles. There is no easy way to 
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reduce weight or increase height. 
Over weight can be caused by over 
eating or a glandular deficiency. The 
latter can also be the cause for a 
dwarfish appearance. Glandular 
deficiencies can be set right by 
medication or yogasanas. You will 
have to consult a specialist dector. 
If obesity (being fat) is the result of 
over eating, it can be controlled with 
proper diet and exercise. Here t:gain 


To Win 


you'll have to consult a dietician, so 
that a well balanced, nutritious food 
plan can be worked out for you. 
Starving is not the answer. It will 
lead to other complications, Exercise 
100 should be moderate to begin with 
aand the intensity should be increased 
gradually. Walking briskly for 30 to 
40 minutes is the best, easiest and 
cheapest exercise. Surgical 
intervention to remove fat (lipo 
suction) is available these days, but, 


















1 feel it should be thought of 
only as a last resort. 


ik 


Circumstances have 
forced me to get transfered 
to another school. Here 
nobody talks to me. The 
lessons too are tough. Help me to 
cope up with these problems. 

—R.Lakshmi, Coimbatore 


Dear Lakshmi, 


Friendship is a two way traffic 
You have to be friendly to win 


friends, Smile and say "Hi 


Follow 
itup with introducing yourself: "I'm 
Lakshmi and I'm new around here 

Cun you introduce me to someone 
who loves Hindi film music and hates 
maths?. 


" Be nice and honest to 
everyone. Soon you'll have friends 
by the dozen. As for the tough 
well, you should have 
thought about it before you switched 
schools. ‘Look before you leap’. you 
know! As it is, you have no choice 
but to study hard. 

tek 


lessons. 


T'm teased by my friends for 
being fat. Can you suggest a 
emedy for this problem? 

— Arnab Mishra, Bhubaneswar 








Dear Arnab, 
You should study my answer to 
Keerthana, However there is 
nothing wrong in being a little fat 
So many great men hav ¢ been short 
or fat. Winston Churchill, 
Napoleon... Lal 
Bahadur 
Shastri was 
very short. 
The list is | 
Tong! Remem 

ber for every 





Face the teasing 
with a smile. QF ' 
Pretty soon 
Peace eee 
around you will forget your shape 
and remember only your smile. 
Love 
Grandmaworm 
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+ SANDHYA SRIDHAR = 


The story so far... 

The Mehras are hunting for their 
lost dog named Biscuit, when they 
meet Sunita walking her daschund 
Snoopy. Sunita takes them home to 
her mother Sangeetha who is an 
‘animal activist, so that she can help. 
All of them set out to the Mehras, 
apartment close by to see if Biscuit 
has fallen into a ditch somewhere 
or is in trouble. 

On the way they bump into 
Ranjith and Suresh, Sunita's 





neighourhood pals who are off to 
play cricket. Suresh tells them that 
the had seen a drowsy or faint Biscuit 
being taken away ina ver’s van that 
morning. 

Startled, they ask for more 
details. When it becomes apparent 
that Biscuit has been kidnapped by 
4a fake veterinary van, the cops are 
called. All seems lost and Biscuit 
seems to have vanished into thin 
air. 

Two days later, two boys bang on 
Sunita’s gate... 

Read on 
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Sore enough, the two boys 
tumed out to be Ranjith and another 
boy whom Sunita had not met 
before. Ranjith introduced him as 
Karan, a friend, Ranjith did not 
waste any time getting to the heart 
ofthe matter, “Sunita,” he beg 
have brought Karan to your house 
for a specific reason, Karan lives. in 
Anna Nagar, and as you know, it is 
the otherend of town from here. His 
dog went missing about a month 
ago, but his family did not think 

















much of it since their dog had the 
habit of bolting out of the gate when 
it had the chance.” Karan, who had 
been nodding to all that Ranjith bad 
been narrating then took over: “Ya, 
that’s true. We never thought of it. 
But about two days ago, somecne 
approached us through our vet 
saying they had a dog to sell. It was 
a Lab pup, a few months old, they 
told us, and had been adopted by a 
family who had to leave the coun ry 
suddenly. So they were looking ‘or 
a new family to adopt the pup, We 
agreed to take a look at the dog and 














we liked it... But were not sure 
about the dog because you know 
huh... he looked kinda dull... So we 
said we would revert 

“Today,” said Ranjith, “Karan 
happened to tell me this... And it 
struck me that two days ago, a Lab 
pup was kidnapped from the 
Mehra.” 

Now Sunita got the drift 
‘Omigod!” she exclaimed, “It is 
possible then. 

“Yes,” Ranjith almost shouted, 
ahat it is the s 





had project day 
today and we 
worked for just half 
a day. 1 thought 1 
would just come 
to visit Ranjit. 
My mum also you know, said that 
we would probably go visit the 
Mehiras when she comes to pick me 
up. 







‘over you know 










iting the Mehras 
When Karan's mother came by 
to Ranjith’s home. it was a whole 
that included Sangeeth 
and even Suresh, that trooped into 


ento 





the Mehra home. Karan's mother 
was a pleasant but tired looking 
lady, who introduced herself as 
Meena. She worked in an ad agency, 
she said, and she loved dogs. 

“We lost our dog last month,” she 
said, “We thought that he may have 
got lost by himself, But what the 
boys tell me and my vet's role in 
this whole thing, makes me 
suspicious,” 

Meena then narrated how on 
Sunday evening, her vet called her 
and asked her to see if she would 














ied you know..? 


The Great White Shark is the 
only marine creature that has no| 
natural enemy other than man. 
Even killer whales avoid it. 

— Sanjana Rangan, 

Std V, 

National Public School, 
Bengaluru 





34 February 2007 GOKULAM 


like to adopt a Labrador pup. “We 
went over to see the dog and found 
it dull and listless, not good signs if 
you want to adopt a pet.” 

“Can we go to see the dog now 
asked Shruti Mehra, when she heurd 
the tile. Her husband Sunil had not 
returned from work as yet. and it 
appeared that he worked long hours, 
She picked up her mobile phone, 
called S 
story to hi 

Sangeetha was thoughtful. She 
slowly paced the room and then 





and narrated the whole 







said. “You know, it seems to me that 
we may have a dog-napping ring out 
here... It may not be just one dog. 

It may be many dogs that are getting 
picked up from one place and sold 
to another... Let me just check with 
the “Animal Rights’ organization 
that I work with. Let us plan this so 
that ifthe vet is part of the ring, then 
the group is not alerted, On the other 
hand, if wea nistaken, we should 
not be embarrassed either 



















Burt Biscuit! He may be given 
d Shruthi Mehra. “No 
aunty.” said Karan, “Biscuit is still 
with the vet. In fact, when we 
pointed out to him that the dog vias 
dull and inactive. he said that it vias 
due to a worm problem and that he 
would be okay in a few days. In fact, 
mummy, daddy and T have said tat 
we will visit tomorrow to decide 


away!” er 





whether we want the dog, The vet 


1) jie you knaw,.? 


Rafflesia, the single 


largest flower on earth, 
weighs up to seven kilogram. 


Its diameter is one metre. 


—C.Sathya Jegan, 
Std Vil, 

Vikaasa School, 
Madurai 


said that the Lab will not be offered 
to anyone else until we said no.” 


Star Dog-Napping! 

While all this was going on in the 
Mehra home, across town, in the 
heart of the city in Gangai Colony, 
another dog was being kidnapped. 
This dog, unfortunately for the 
kidnappers, belonged to a top film 
star, who doted on his pet. Besides, 
it was a rare breed for the country ~ 
breed called the pug. 

The film star went all out to 
publicize his lost dog and his love 
for it. That evening, he was on 
television news, appealing to all if 
they had seen his dog, and if so, to 
let him know. A phone number to 
contact him was provided. The next 
day, pictures of him and his pug 
“Poopsie’ made it to all papers. The 
article echoed his sentiments on the 
pooch and his appeals to find him. 

Reading the newspapers the next 








morning as Sunita ate her breakfast, 
ready to go to school, Sangeetha 
laughed at the publicity the actor 
was seeking. But on a more serious 
note, she confided to Sunita, “This 
really needs looking into. I have 
already discussed this with my 
colleagues in “Animal Rights’, We 
may need your help in this Sunita 
\d I may take you along with me 
to nab the crooks. I hope you will 
be brave.” 

Sunita felta rush of apprehension 
shiver down her spine. “Do the 
Mehras know?" 

“Yes. they do,” said Sangeetha, 
“In fact, Biscuit is our bait, We will 
be interested in adopting Biscuit too 
and we shall go to see the dog 
Sunita, along with my colleague 
Mythili. Mythili will be carrying a 
video recorder in her bag to record 
what happens there. Then let's 
gh 

Next time: Karan in trouble! 
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‘you started to play tenni 
Well. I was ten years old. 


I was passionate about 





tennis. T used to practise at 
the Talkatora stadium in 
New Delhi after all the 
senior players left! 

And under whom did 
you train? 

I trained under my father, 
T.K. Ramanathan, He Was 
the one who realised my 
potential and did all he 
could. He had a court bu It 
in 1952 and by 1953 1 
became the best playerin the 
country. I could achieve this 


vith 





THE NEW KID ON THE 
BLOCK 
On january 4 this year, Rafael 
‘Nadal played against wild card Karan 
Rastogi at the Chennai Open Tennis 
had the opportunity to interview | Tournament. Nadal won the match 
veteran and World No 3 tennis | of course, but not without a figtt. 
player Ramanathan Krishnan at | K2ran.on the other hand may have 
lost the match, but he certainly dd 
win the hearts of the Chennai 
crowd. 
Last year he made the national 


Sakshi Dutt, a student of Std 
VIII, Sishya School Chennai, 


the Krishnan Tennis Centre in 
Chennai. Here is an excerpt.. 
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only because of rigorous practice 


and my father's methodical 
coaching, 
On which court did you win your 





Jfirst trophy? 
Ttwas in 1950 at the Trivandrum 
‘Tennis Club, 


For how many years did you 
represent India? 

I represented India for 20 years 
as.a player and another 10 years as 
non-playing captain. 





Who was your doubles partner? 

I had two doubles 
Naresh Kumar partnered me. Later 
Jaideep Mukerjea and 1 played 
together 


ners 











Who was your role model? 
‘That would be Lew Hoad! He 
was a terrific player. He was 


KRISHNAN 


























member of the 
Australian team that 
between 1952 and 
1956 won the Davis 
Cup four times! 


Which are the countries you 
have played in? 

I have played all over the world 
except in Russia and South Africa, 


Which was the last tournament 
you played? 
Grand Masters at Lisbon in 1991. 
Who are the most promising 
tennis players in our country today? 
Karan Rastogi and Jeeva 
Nedunchezian will go a long way. 


And your advice to young tennis 
players..? 

There are no shortcuts to success, 
You have to keep your head down 
and hard, really hard, Physical and 
mental endurance are absolutely 
necessary 








selectors sit up and take note when 
he beat Davis Cup players Rohan 
Bopanna and Harsh 
Mankad to win the 
ABN-AMRO Challenge 
prize money. This event 
also helped him win a 
berth to the Rotterdam 
Open for some 
international exposure. 
Karan, who is very 
concerned about 














fitness,has undergone training at the 
Nick Bollietieri Academy, USA. 

This 20 year old from 
Mumbai proved that he 
had come of age in 
professional tennis 
when he won the 
Satellite City Circuit in 
Gurgaon in 2004, 
Karan Rastogi is 
certainly the player to 
watch this year. 














Be Creative; 
Be a Contributor! 


Become a Gokulam writer cr 
reporter! 
Send in your contributions to Gokulam either by post or 
‘e-mail (gokulam@kalkiweekly.com) 
Each and every contribution you send must 
have the following: 
Your Name, Your Age , Your C 
School name and Address, Your 
Residential Address 
While news, fairy tales, myths, etc can 
be re-written you must tell us 
where you have picked this re- 
written material from. In other words, if you have 
used a ‘source’ for something you have 
‘you must tell us what the ‘source’ is. Otherwise, t 
will amount to copying! 
We appreciate and welcome all 
ORIGINAL contributions and we 
encourage you to be CREATIVE. If we find that a 
contribution has been copied, the contributor will 
be black listed and lose future opportunities, 
‘Though we may be unable to publish all your 
contributions, do not be disheartened - we would 
like you to know that every little snippet you send 
is tead, considered and evaluated by us. 
Please attach a self-addressed stamped envelope 
with your contribution so that it can be mailed back to you 
in case it is not published 
Every published contribution (other than letters and 
queries), will receive a Participation Certificate, At 
the end of the one year period ending June 2007, 
the contributor who has collected the maximum 
number ae certificates will receive a special 











ma PN'So ba 1 Gokulain‘contibutoe 
and try to win the Special Prize! 
Here's wishing you All the Best! 











Tired of listening to constant 
complaints about your messy room? 
Here's a solution that could even get 
you nominated for the ‘Most 
‘Systematic and Orderly Child of the 
Block" Award! 








You will need: 

Cardboard from 
old boxes or 
notebooks, cello 
tape, glue, decora- 
tive paper, felt pens, 
and ribbon. 

You will first have to decide on 
the size of the box you want to make 
according to what you will store in 
it 

Cut the cardboard for the four 
sides and the base and lid, as shown, 
ick the sides of the box to the 
base with cello tape. 

Tum it over and paste the paper 





over it. 
Bring the side 
flaps upright and 
stick them together 
10 form the box. 
Paste the 
decorative paper on the lid, Make a 


hole in the centre, pass both ends of 
the ribbon and knot it so as to forma 
loop on the top of the lid. 
Your Avoid The Mess box is 
ready, ad 
Use it to store your trinkets 
§| and other small knick-knacks, or 
even your 
B stationery- 
A ler 






















and sharpeners. 
You could make 

many such boxes 

and label them! 


— Jayshree 
Raman, Std X1, 
Loreto Convent 

School, Mumbai. 
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CHEET/ 
pt ee jubatus) 















1. 1) If you only 
had one matchstick 
and you entered a 
room in which 
there is a candle 
and one agarbatti, 
which would you 
first? 





2) If an aircraft 
the 
border of India and 





will 

the survivors be 

buried? 

3) What will you find once in your 
‘¢ in your coffee, but never 

milk? 

4) Have you ever carried a picture 


lepal, wher 


tea, tw 
in yc 


ofa tiger, an elephant and a rhino all 
wher? 





ectric engines are moving 
in opposite directions and the wind 
is blowing from north to south. In 
which direction will the smoke from 
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the both trains blow”? 
—Gandhary Gerg, 
Std Vill, 

Little Scholar School, 
Begumpet, Hyderabad 





IL. Letter Switeh, 


To find the riddle, change each 

letter to the one that comes before 

it in alphabetical order 

OQ. Xibu jt uif eftuxbz up dbadi 

b trvjssfin? 
To find the a 
riddle, change euch letter to 





swer to this. 


the one that comes 2 letters 
before it in the alphabets. 

A. Enkod wr e vigg epf 
pwv 





nkmge 





—Sushma S. Kini, Std 1X, 
Milagres High School, 
Kallianp i 








1. The 
ven below, also happen to be the 


st wo letters of the respective 





two letters of the clues 





answer 
1. Dog Breed 
2. Hilly Northern 
State 
3. Bi 
4.Capital of British 
India from 1772 
5.Elementary 
particle 
—G.P. Mahitha, | 
Std VI, 
K.V.AshokNagar, 
Chennai 





nd of tyre 














IV. Snake along quiz 


1, Why do snakes move to the 
snake charmers music? 

2. Which are the only snakes to 
sleep in winter? 

3. Which is the only snake to 
weigh 500 pounds? 

4, Which is the snake that eats only 
eggs? 

5. Which is the fastest land snake? 
6. Which is the largest venomous 
snake? 


— Priyadarshan J Babu, 
Std VI, Campion School, Colaba, Mumbai 


RIDDLES 


1. Why did the 
farmer run a road - 
roller over his 
potato field? 

2. What was 
Holmes* favourite 
~ subject in school? 

3. Why are 
parrots clever? 
4. What is the 
best place to put ( 
atv? 

5. Why is the letter *C” 
like magic? 





Sherlock 








—Chandana, 
Bethany School, 
Vizag 
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Nese | seem oe 


= Dr.G.GANESAN = 


© Saraswat Dikshit, 

Bhubaneswar. 
? How can we prevent bad 
breath? Give some tips? 

! We should maintain proper oral 
hygiene by brushing the teeth twice 
a day, gargling the mouth 
before and after food, cleaning 









the tongue using a tongue cleaner 
and removing food particles between 
the teeth using inter dental brush or 
silk floss. Mouth ulcers, throat 
infection and tooth decay should be 
treated immediately. 

© Lokesh, Chennai 

? Why do we yawn? 

! Yawning is an 


expression of boredom (« 


or sleepiness. We 
usually yawn when we 
need more oxygen. 
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During this act we open our mouth 
wide and take in more air and get 
relaxed. It is an involuntary action. 
The main purpose of yawning is to 
awaken ourselves by stretching the 
muscles, increasing the amount of air 
inhaled and helping the blood to 
circulate with enough oxygen. 

© Ahila. Aruppukot 
? In the July issue you had said 








that one should eat only wien 
hungry. But my uncle who has 
acidity has been advised to eat on 

time, whether hungry or not..! 
! Eating food on time prevents 
acidity. Eating food when 
hungry is the remedy for 
relieving pain caused by 

acidity. 

© B.Kanagaraj, 
Chennai - 9 
2? How can we 

prevent heart attack? 






! Start right from childhood. Keep 
off fatty and junk foods. Stay 
physically active and don’t become 
obese. Smoking should be strictly 
avoided. Exercise for half an hour 
to 40 minutes, A brisk, daily 
walk, diet rich in 
green leafy vegetables 
and fruits, avoiding 
oily and fried 
foods are helpful in 
preventing heart 
attack, 





Shital Khumsogbam, 
Manipur 
? Lam 15 years old. My weight 
is 42 kg and my height is only 5’3”. 
1 feel very bad when everybody 
comments about my health. What 





can Ido? 

Your height is 
determined — by 
genetic mapping 
You may attain your 





final adult height 
at the age of 
20. So there's 
still time. Don't worry, You should 
take protein rich foods like milk, 
egg, oats, pulses, fish etc., for your 
growth and development, Do 
exercises which will help you grow. 
Your doctor can advice you on 
this. 















* CT scan was made commercially viable by 
Ky the British scientist Godfrey H. Hounsfield, 


* Trichology is the scientific study of the hair and scalp, 
It helps diagnose and treat hair loss. 

* Children under 10 years of age should use only soft- 
bristled tooth brush. 

*The chemical Alllicin found in the garlic is a germ destroyer.” 


* A rare blood group was detected in Mumbai. This blood 
"group has been named the Bombay ‘0’. 
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ihe 


We Ee 
es 


Pandaripur was bustling with] 
festivity... In that huge crowd 
the devotion of an eight-year 


go back home, From 


now Pandurang Is both 
father and mother to. 

Oo . 
Janabal stayed at the temple 


singing the praise of Lord 


me, His temple tm) 
home. 
Pandurang. Saint Namdev saw 


Who are you my 

child! Why are you 

ere allalone! mmy home. Vita is 
where do you live! my father anc 





Jana’s words jana met a= 

Sew a7 Sich decor So] | Ae Was gt ws arora 
sath ander | aa, 

Shine Scot 


Padened ean 
ede ota ae 
cr Pancras di Lees hte ae 

( caries 


safe for you to stay 
here alone. My house 





P\\) 
My child! 





Lord anytime you 
wish to, 
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Fey Jana! 
‘When Namdev sang she Frog Stop 


would join him. singing and do 
the house 





‘One night while Namdev was asleep] 
there was a heavy downpour. The wall of sacrilege! H. 

his house collapsed. Lord Pandarinath can You be. 
‘came and set about repairing the wall, 

plastering it with mud. 





Can | stand by and 
watch while disaster 
strikes you? Do you 
think your mother 
will spare me? 


have abused you. 
a 
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AS February 2007 GOKULAM 


Meanwhile at the 


The jewels were found in 


ljanabal's room. She was| 
‘miracle! The 


seaffold has 
melted. ef 








sa 


hecerate composed a number of ‘abhangs' in praise of 
the one who | ¢Panduranga Vitals. Its believed that the Lord Himself] 
Pe Gker recorded these songs for poster 





Tisten! | have 


writen the song 
BS a by Janata se 
To ander 
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———— 


Feten Adams Keller was born 
in Tuscumbia, Alaska in USA on 
June 27, 1880, She was an American 
‘author and edueator who was blind, 
deat and dumb. Her education and 
training represent an extraordinary 
accomplishment, 

Kellor was afflicted atthe age of 
19 months with an illness (possibly 
searlet fever) that left her blind, deaf 
und mute, She was examined by 
Alexander Graham Bell at the age 
of six. 





a result, he sent to her a 








20 year-old teacher, Anne Sullivan, 
from the Perkins Institution for the 
Blind in Boston 
Anne was widely 
recognized as an 
expert who taught 
people with disabi 








lities. She remained 
with Keller from 
March 1887 till her 
‘own death in October 
1936. 

Within months 
of Anne Sullivan's 





















learnt to feel objects and associate 
them with words spelled out by 
finger signals on her own palm, She 
began to read sentences by feeli 
«dboard, and to 
sentences by 








raised words on c 


make her own 
arranging words in a 
frame, During 1888-90 
she spent winters at the 
Perkins — Institution 





Then 
she began a siow 
process of learning to 
Sarah 


Fuller was an 


speak under 
Fuller 


American educator and 





powerful advocate of teuch 


children to speak rather than to show 





signs. She was in the Horace Mann 
Schoo! for the deaf in Boston. Keller 
also learnt to lip-read by placing her 
fingers on the lips and throat of the 











speaker while the words were 
simultaneously spelled out for her. 
Atage 14, she enrolled in the Wright 
- Humas School for the deaf it New 
York city, and at 16 she entered the 
Cambridge school for young ladies 
in Massachusetts. She won 
admission to Radcliffe College in 
1900 and graduated in 1904. 


Having developed skills never 
approached by any similarly 
disabled person, Keller began to 
write of blindness in women’s 
magazines, Edward W.Bok 
accepted her articles for the 
Ladies’ Home Journal and other 
‘major magazines—The Century, 
Meclure’s and the Atlantic 
Monthly. 

She wrote of her life in 
several books, including the 


story of My Life, Optimism, The 
World I live In, My Religion, Helen 
Keller's Journal, and The Open 
Door. In 1913, she began lecturing 
(with the aid of an interpreter), 
primarily on behalf of the American 
Foundation for the Blind. Her lecture 


tours took her several times around 
the world. Her efforts to improve 








treatment of the 
deaf and the blind 
remove the disabled 
from asylums 
Keller's childhood 
training with Anne 
Sullivan was depicted in William 
Gibson's play the Miracle Worker 
(October 19, 1959) which won the 














Pulitzer prize in 1960. It was 
subsequently made into a motion 
picture that won two Academy 
Awards. 

Helen Keller died on June 1, 1968 
in Westport. She stands in all our 
hearts an an ideal person. 

— S.Swarna Gowri, Std IX, 
Mahatma Gandhi Centenary 
Vidyalaya, Trichy 
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The Nine Gems ...1: 


Diamond, lapis lazuli, ruby topaz, sapphire, sardonyx, emerald, pearl 
and coral are the precious stones referred to as the nine gems. 


precious of them all. But iis 

















The diamond is considered to be the m« 
nothing but carbon! Many millions 
of years ago, thick forests were 
buried due to climatic changes. 
They turned into carbon. 7 
carbon layers have been subjected 
toa lot of heat and pressure as a 
result of which they have 
crystallised into diamonds. 











The hardest substance in the 
world is the diamond. Diamonds are 
found in different: colours— white, 
pink, red light. green, bluish white, ard 
black. Many centuries ago, all the 
diamonds in the world came fron 
India. 














Today the largest diamond mines 
are found in Kimberley, South Africa. 
97% of the world's diamonds come 
from'these mines. Between 1871 and 
1914, Kimberley produced three ; 
‘tonnes of diamonds, The diamonds that are mined 
cannot be used in jewellery directly, 
They need to be ground and polished. 
It is only then that they get their 
shine. The greater the number of 
facets, the higher the value of che 
diamond, 

Diamonds are weighed in carats. 
Two grams make one carat. 
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Cullinan is the largest diamond that 
has been mined. ttweighed 3106 carats. G 

7X 
It was split up into nine large pieces 
and many smaller stones. The 
largest: of them adorns the 
sceptre of King Edward Vil 
The second largest stone 
was placed in the Imperial 
State Crown. This crown is 


2783 diamonds! 







Diamonds are 
used not only in 
}) Jewelery but aleo in industries, Since the 
diamond is the hardest substance, a hole 
bored through It will not go out of shape. 
fa wire were to be Introduced through 
tthe larger end and pulled out through 
the smaller opening at: the other end, a 
very fine strand would be obtained. Only 
a diamond can cut another diamond! 
Even glass Is cut only with a diamond. 


mi 
i 








In 1928 an American scientist discovered that if 
carbon was subjected to heat and high pressure, 
diamonds could be obtained artificially. But it cost 





more to manufacture 
~~ yp diamonds than to 
mine them 
LS The lapis lazuli is a honey coloured gem 


with a smoky centre and silver streaks, 
It is found in different colours— grey, 
black, pink, deep yellow and light blue. 
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The ruby is not found in mines. It is found in 
riverbeds. It is mostly red in colour. It is three times: 
as expensive as the diamond, Rubies found in Myanmar 
are most precious. India, Brazil, Sri Lanka, Pakistan 
Afghanistan, Syria and Australia are the other 
Countries where rubies are found. 











Topaz is found in the rocks in mountains. It is usually 
light yellow in colour. However you also find yellow, pink 


and Brazil. ? 


Sapphire is usually circular in shape 
Its very hard, but-next only to diamond, 
Blue, mauve, bluish white, are the colour 
available. It i6 found in riverbeds alons The Bandon or eigy le 
with other preclous stones. It is al found Intndia and Gouth 
found in limestone hills. The rocks from America. Its colour is a 
these hills are blasted to obtain! mixture of yellow, white ard 
sapphire. India, Sri Lanka, Burma] tea You can also find these 
Australia, Brazil, and Finland are the) stones in light. green, creem 
places where sapphire is found. sanaiants 





















Emeralds are dark green in 
colour. They are found in clusters 
on riverbeds and in mines, Some 
are found in the rocks of volcanic 
deposits in clusters, 
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The pearl is formed in the oyster. When a grain 
of sand or parasite enters the oyster, it causes 
a secretion that coats the irritant, forming a hard 
shell around it. Over a period of time this shell 
becomes a smooth round pearl. 95% of the pearl 
is calcium carbonate. 


Pearls are found In various colours © & 
and shapes. They can be white, pink, 
orange, mauve, light green, gold or 
black. Pearle are measured in ‘grains’ 
Four grains is equivalent to one carat. 


Nowadays pearls are produced 
artificially. Oysters are caught 
and sand is introduced into them. 
They are then put back into the 


/ sea. 
\ J the pearis found in 
XS the Mannar Straits, 

on off the coast of Tami 
Nadu are of high quality. The largest 
ever found was in the Philippines. \t Is 
24-cm long and 14 cm wide. This pearl It is difficult to distinguish 
lsdisplayed in a museumin the United | the real pearls from the artificial 
or cultured pearls. This can be 
done only with the help of an 
x-ray machine. 





















The coral is the cheapest of the nine 
gems. Under the sea, polyps build their 
nests around themselves with a lime 
like secretion. Corals are the hardened 
skeletal remains of the polyp colony. 
These corals are harvested and cut 
into different shapes and polished 
before being used in jewellry. Corals are 
‘the colour of burnt orange and red. 
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Environmen 





means nature. 
Nature means all the things God has 
given us. We must not misuse or 
destroy what God has 
Trees, 


















very important part of 
nature, are for 


id in far 





quantities in forests 
Forests give us rain and fresh air and provide food. 


industrie 





People today cut down forests to build 





d towns. To maintain a 
al balance we should replant 
forests. 





Scientists have discovered 


y Cit 9 


chemical fe <n 
if they 


infertile. 








crease the crop yeild. But 
od indiscriminately, land will become 


Factories emit toxic 








ases and chemical that 
causes pollution of the air and nearby water bodies, 
This results in the spread of diseases. We use vel 
to cover long distances 









chicles 

less time. They not only 
pollute the air with theirexhaust fumes but deplete the limited petroleum 
Fesources available to man, 


We throw garba 





verywhere other 
throw it just outside the bin! Garba 





han in thi 






sbage bin, We even 
ge thrown in storm water drains cause 
clogging during the rainy season resulting in flooding of roads. 


Ceantiness is next to Godliness and preservation of environment 
means ‘protection of oneself 


We must keep our earth clean and green. 


— Bhavana Vijan, Std IX, SLES High School, Mumbai 
56 Febuary 2007 GOKULAM 


eit? 


i 
y 








February 2007 GoKuLaM 57 





| (avar aw Bano ), 
i (Gonvaidans y : 
CARRSRR) Conc ERSaamy) (EgRR eRe 


vanoguonweanny) ( Z8¥aq saan, 








quay wy. 
4 Ua R 
Swnypyy yo 


ee 


Hot, humid lands, 
Smooth soft sands. 

Frothy, salty ocean, 

That's always in motion 
Big blue pools, 

Help you keep really cool, 
Nice tasty food, 

Always keeps you in good 


mood, 


Along trip of sightseeing, 
Gives you an old, historic 


feeling, 


Beautiful view of the sea, 

Beaches lined with coconut 
trees, 

Oh! That gentle sea breeze, 

This place is just right for me! 

Wow! It’s GOA! 

The old land of Portugese! 


— Apoorva Ramamurthy, 





A JOURNEY THROUGH 
TEENAGE, 


‘That house in the comer 
Has a small trap door. 

‘To where does it lead? 

I want to explore! 

‘Come all my friends 
Come all my foes 

Quietly we'll enter 

on tip te. 

“Halt!” It says — 

“You can't come out” 

To enter itor not 

Tam in doubt 

But if we do not enter 
How will we know what its about? 
And that is something 

I can’t go without 

Kir 


Std IV, Gear Innovative Intl. School, Bengaluru 


AWGN It's 














Here opens the door. 
Toa whole new 
world 























Wow! What a 
wonderful world 

Of laughter, fun and frolic! 

I see parties 

Dance and music..! 

Hundreds of friends 

And loads of food! 

Increasing height 

And fluctuating mood! 

At the end of our journey 

We now arrive, 

Having seen the best part 

of our lives! 





— Supriya Padmanabhan, 
Std X, Navracha 
























EARTH ‘Changing green forests to 
deserts dry,| 
The earth is very fine, How we make mother Earth cry! 
Has trees of fir and pine. — Manasi, 
Three quarters water, MIA Gyan Bharati, 
one quarter land, New Delhi 


With long stretches of sand. 
Narrow rivers and 
mighty mountains, 
There are even natural 
fountains! 
Oceans, seas, deltas, lakes, 
These are gifts God creates 
Are we not spoiling its 
beauty? 
Do you think we are doing 





This Diwali holidays | had 
been to Gujarat along with my 
parents. We went to the 
Sabarmati Ashram — at 
Ahmedabad, Somnath temple 
Dwaraka, Akshardham, Gopitala 
Nageshwar, Junagarh Fort 
and Gandhiji's house at 
Porbandar. However what 
really fascinated me were 
the step wells. There are 
about 120 step wells in 





and around Gujarat, out of which 
about four are around 
Ahmedabad. The most famous 
among them is the Adalaj Ki Vaav 
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uated in a village called Adalaj, 
on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, It 
is an intricately carved, octegonal 
step well complex. 

This step well is said to have 
been built in the 15th century 
by Vaghela chief 
Vairasimha. It 
is an extra- 
ordinary form of 
underground 
water conserva: 
tion system 
which is about 30 
metres in depth, 75 metres in 
length with 5 floors. It hes101 
steps, 270 pillars and 65 
enclosures. It is built with 
sandstone procured from 
Rajasthan. The 
decorated with sculptures of 
elephants, mythical 
animals, dancing maidens, 
musicians, floral thenes, 
lotuses and creeper patterns. 
There are four big balconies 
where the members of the royal 
family would relax and watch 

















wel is 


horses, 


onder: 


the rituals in progress down 
below. The landings inbetween 
acted as platforms . for 
conversation with friends and 





neighbours, It 


also helped 
thirsty and tired 
travellers to rest 


in its cool 
chambers before 
resuming their 
journey 


‘These step - wells 
prevented evapora- 
tion of water. 
Today, they reveal how the 
level of underground water has 
gone down over the years. tis said 
that in the 1950s,the water level 
used to rise up to the first floor. 
Now it remains only in the well 


Axnother very famous step well 
situated within Ahmedabad is 
called the Dada Hari Vaav. The 
Dada Hari Vaav was built in the 












pga 


Traye! 


fag end of the 15th =~ 
century. It is a 
fascinating place 
with lavish and 
intricate carving on 
the walls and 
The side walls of the well 
shaft, have spiral staircases. 
Behind the well is the tomb of 
Dada Hari —hence its name. It is 
now however in a state of neglect. 
The other famous step well is 
the one in Patan, Built in the 11th 
century, the Rani Ka Vaav is a 
richly sculptured monument. It 
was built by the 
A widowed queen of 
ee Raja Bhimdev | 
of the Solanki 
dynasty, This 
beautiful monu 
ment is in ruins. 
The step 
wells are not 
only efforts at 
_ water conser- 
vation but also magnificent 
architectural marvels. 
— Sandhya .B, 
Std VIM, 
K.V.Colaba School, 
Mumbai 








* Ranl Ka Vaav 
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Ag 


Name: S. Vismitha 
2 


Name: P. Srinidhi 
Age: 14 

Address: 24/1, 6 Parallel road, 
‘Chamrajpet, Bengaluru ~ 560 018 
Hobbies: collecting stamps, coins 
and notes; painting, sketching, and 
participating in quizzes 





Name: 
Age: 14 

Address: No.4, Annamalai Nagar, 
Manoranchitham Salai, Trichy ~ 18 
Hobbies: Reading, collecting 
stamps, playing football, drawing, 
and net browsing. 


- Ragavan 


Name: Tojum Tozeen Reeba 





: Clo Jumie Reeba, APEC 
No.7 S.E. Office, Naharlagun, 





‘Arunachal Pradesh 

Hobbies: Net surfing, 

creative activities and 

travel. 

Name: D.V. Roopan 

Age: 13 

Address: 48, Mahal First Street, 





Madurai ~ 625 001 
Hobbies: Playing cricket, reading, 
cycling, drawing and painting, 


‘Name: Vinita Jagannathan 
Age: 15 

Address: Fl, Paras Paradise, No.9 
South Park Street, Venkatapuram, 
‘Ambattur, Chennai — 600 053. 
Hobbies: Reading, listening to 
music, watching T.V. and movies, 
playing computer games. 


62 February 2007 GOKULAM 





Age: 
Address: Old No.19/1, 15% cross, 6 
Temple Strect, Malleswacam, 
Bengaluru ~ 560 003 

Hobbies: Watching cricket, listening 
to music, reading, playing and 
collecting Sania Mirza's pictures. 





Name: §. Aishwarya 

Age: Il 

Address: 23/14, Amman Kovil 
Street, Palace Ward, Kuzhithurai ~ 
629 163 

Hobbies; Writing stories, reading, 
playing, riding and painting 


FOLSING 





» &% 1 % =4 
Friendship 


Name: A. Ances Fathima 

Age: 14 

Address: 9-7-6, Shankar Chettiar 
House, Pookkadai Karam Lane, 
‘Uthamapalayam - 625 533 
Hobbies: Reading, writing, drawing 
and watching T.V. 


Name: Niranjana Ram 

Age:12 

Address: 53, North Car Street, 
Chidambaram 

Hobbies: Dancing, singing, reading, 


making friends. 













Name: $. Amulya 
Age: 14 

Address: T-1, Sahayadri Nivas, opp 
Kamat Nursing Home, Upper 
Bazaar, Ponda, Goa — 403 401 
Hobbies: Reading, playing, listening 
to music, making new friends, and 
watching movies. 


‘Name: B. Saranya 
Age: 12 

Address: A-16, 
Gopalam Apts, 33, 
Outer Circular 
Road, United 
India Colony, 
Kodambakkam, 


Chennai — 600 024 
Hobbies: Dancing, singing, drawing, 
painting and reading. 


‘Name: Manjunath V. B. 

Age: 15 

Address: Class 1X, Vijayanagar 
House, Sainik School, Bijapur —586 
102 

Hobbies: Playing football, collecting 
stamps 


Name: J.A. Stephen 
Age: 14 

Address: Std. IX, 

Aravalli_ House, 

Jawahar Navodaya 

Vidyalaya, Mudipu 

Kamad Post~ 574 153, Karnataka 
Hobbies: Singing, reading, listening 





to music, playing computer games, 
surfing the internet, playing with 
dogs. 


Name: K. Lalithapriya 
Age: 15 

Address: 45, Sakthi Vinayagar Kovil 
‘Street, Crawford, Trichy — 620 012 
Hobbies: Reading, watching T.V., 
practising yoga, meditation. 
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Pot Pourri 


Jost Te 


us bird. Itis 
in Northern 


said to be th 








a and New 





a. Itis a flightless bird but can| 








It grows! 
10 wheight of 6 feet and we 





hs about 
180.pound: 


The female cassowary lays about 





three to six e 
which incubates them. The cassowary 
has a long helmet like structure on its heat! 
while coarse hair-like feathers cover its 


DOWNY Uy 


body. It protects itself by leaping up and kickin 





with its legs. Its inner 
toc has a long dagger like claw which can slash and rip the enemies’ ff 
body, Thus it can kill bi 





g animals and even a man very easily, | 







A.P.C. Veerabahu Matric H 





Thoothukudi 


The kiwi, national bird of New 


Zealand, cannot fly. Itlives in a hole in § 





the ground, it is almost blind, and lays 
one egg each year. Despite this, it has 
70 million years! 
— Sanjana Rangan, Std V, 
‘ational Public School, 
Bengaluru 


surwied for more th 
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PF stunt for 
ten words related to 
weather conditions— 
especially cold weather! The \s 





words can be found only in 
aight lines — horizontal, 

onal, forwards or 

backwards, P-Nandhini of 
Calicut has sent this 
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Congratulations! 
The Five lucky winners are: 











1. V.Vaisali, The Ashram School, 
Chennai 
Pradeep Menon, 
Acts School, Benguluns 
3, PShanmuganathan, 
Holi Angels School, 
Maharashtra 
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5. B. Digvijay Sharma, 
G.S.SJ.V. School, 
J Chennai 








Gogo’s Grid- 7 ENTRY FORM 


ame : (Mr/Ms) 
Age fons Class .. 
School : 








“Residential Address 
Pin 


Signature : 














* Local address is a must for overseas e 





The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 





* Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from 
out of the all correct entries. ¢ Entries with completed grid on the re- 
verse accepted on this form only * No xerox copies. 


Last Date : 12.02.2007 
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‘The Noida murders have shocked 
and shamed each and everyone of us 
Children had gone missing one after 
another. No one took any action. This 
did not happen for a week or a month 
but for two years! 

The police had not 

en any action and, 
continued to remain 
inactive 
Even when the 
whole matter came 
to light, the way in 
which the bodies 
were recovered has 
shocked and 


Children: 
Our Count 
Future! “® 


disgusted us. There 
expert oF trai 


as no forensic 
-d investigator on the 
Bodies were dug out with bare 
Vital clues have been lost 
forever. And the police officialy 
continue to keep mum. 

Time and again our President has 
said, “Children are the future captains 
who are going to make India a 
developed country.” But here children 
are being slaughtered and no one 
bothers! Will the compensation money 
bring back the children to the parents? 

All such incidents take place 
because of our irresponsibility. Had 
the people of Noida reacted earl 











hands. 














eg 


least some of the 
children could have 
been saved. We as a 
people do not raise 
our voices against 


oo 


ex ¢ 
BER” 
I 
e average Indian rai 

at a cricket match or wher 
leader is elected. But the same average 
Indian does not raise his voice at the 
atrocities against hapless and helpless 
people, until itis too late. It is a matter 

shame for us 

ed to spre 


imes. T 
his voic 


such 


armess about 
such crimes. Children, especially 
should be well-informed and 
protected. No parent should ever 
suffer the pain and anguish which 
befell the parents of the Nodia victims. 
—Sonika Vijayakumar, 

Std X, K.VAIT, 
Chennai 
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Here are some of the Harry Potter rurvours 


fe doing the rounds again, 





will return to his non-magical relative 
the Dursleys. during the school holiday. But the 
I protection Albus Dumbledore arranged, 
17th birthday on July 31. However, 
in Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, a freezing spell 
Dumbledore cast on Harry wears off when Dumbledore dies 
Whether the same will hi 
relatives’ hou: 











expires on Har 






tothe enchantments on Harry's 








OD Rowling has st 
5), but he can still have a 





<i that Dumbledore is truly dead in (Book 





wund influence on Harry and the events 








of book seven, since his still “lives” in his portrait in the 


Headmaster's office 





O Harry may have his final battle 
the book 
OD Harry has not yet ha 


Pettigrew as predicted by Professor Dumbledore in Harry Potter and 


Lord Voldemort by the end of 


have saved the life of Peter 








the Prisoner of Azkaban. This has yet to be resolved, however, as 
Rowling has hinted, P will make an appearance 
O Hogw 
Minerva Met 
Dumbledore 
Gi New instructors will assume the posts for Defense 


ts is expected to have a new Head teacher: 








served as Deputy Headmistress under 





candidate for Headmistress. 





Against the Dark Arts—replacing Severus Snape—in the event 
Minerva McGonagall becomes Headmistress, There may also be 


new Head: dor House and Slytherin House 
O Professor 





f Gryffin 








f may stay on at Hogwarts as Potions 
as Head of Slytverin 








House. If Harry re >» Hogwarts, it will 





his seventh and 
last year. However, at the end of Book 6, Harry stated that he 


would not 





umn even if Ho 





ts were to reopen. Ron and 





Hermione said that they would leave Hogwarts as well, to 
help Harry fight Voldemort. Nevertheless, should 
Hogwarts reopen, Harry and his classmates would be 
NEWT exan 


When asked about the Hogwarts hous 





expected to complete their fin 






oWwling stated that “Ravenclaw will have their 
day” in Book 7. 





OF The quest to identify, locate, 


destroy Voldemort’s remaining Horcruxes will 

continue, They must be destroyed before 
Voldemort can be successfully conquered. 
Whether this will be executed by Harry or othe: 


open to speculation, However Harry will play a 
commanding role in the 
Either way 
Voldemort’s final d 
ardless of his part in the destruction of horcruxes. 
0 Book 7s expected to identify the mysterious R.A.B., who 
med to have stolen one of V uxes with the 


hould be revealed. 

h an explanation of Dumbledore’s d hands and in Snape’s 
reporting of the prophecy about Harry Potter to Voldemort. A confrontation 
between Snape and Harry is expected. 

Source: The Internet 

—Aathreya S. Bhat, Std X, Kendriya Vidyalaya, 
INS Hamla, Mumbai 


























Aimongst India’s innumerable 
festivals, Holi is perhaps the most 
colourful. It heralds the arrival of 
spring and the death of demoness 
Holika. It is a celebration of joy 
and hope. Holi provides a refresh- 
ing respite from the mundane 
chores as people from all walks 





usher in sprit 
after Holi, 


g. Dhulandi, the day 
the actual festival of 
colours, when everything in sight 








of life enjoy themselves. Some-_is covered in a riot of colours. 
times, Holi revelry becomes a Holi occurs in the latter t 

good excuse for letting Febru: ly Ma 
off some steam and per the Hindu calend; 








if of 
h. As 
sit 





ry or ine 




















settling old scores, 





without c 31 

physi uf slut 
Holi continues to 7 

be celebrated with @ Holika was an aunt of 





Prahlad. She died in the fire 
while arguing with her brother King 
Hiranyakashipu, who had declared himself 
God. In her honor.an effigy of Holika is burnt 
ina bonfire in some parts of India. 


great vigour through 

out India. Indians all over 
the world eagerly await 
the Festival of Colours, 
as bonfires are lit to 
banish the cold dark 
nights of winter and 


© Holi was also the day when Kama, the 
God of Love disturbed Lord Shiva’s rnedita- 
tion and was burnt down by Shiva. An. effigy 
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Festival i: 
Dhulandi, people if 
Purnima. Itis celebrated go around until 
} as new year in some afternoon throwing 
parts of North India. In coloured powder 
and water at each 
other. People 
invite each other to their | 







houses for feasts and 
celebrations later in the 
evening. Rangapanchami 
‘occurs a few days Jater on a 
Panchami (fifth day of the full 
moon), marking the end of 
festivities welcoming 


spring | 
Source: Internet 
— Yajnaseni Guha, 
Bangladesh, it is known as StaVI 
Dolyatra or Boshonto Utshob. ‘The Future Foundation School, 
On the second day, known as Kolkata 





of Kama is burnt in some parts 
of India on the day of the Holi 
festival. 


© Holi was also the name of a 
female demon Putana who ti 
to kill Krishna. Krishna is said to if 
have drained the demon of her life. 
Source: Internet 


— Ravneet Kaur, StdVIIL 
St. Joseph's Convent School, 
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Th was the last day of school. All 
the boys were busy making plans as 
they parted ways. As Ram was 
leaving, Shiv asked, “Ram, why 
don’t we begin our hols with a trek 
in the forest?" Shiv and Ram were 
good friends. Shiv was an extrovert 
and loved adventure and exploring 
new places. Ram on the other hand 
was the quieter one 

Ram who suffered from a fear of 

ees said hesitantly, “Yes ......but 
forests are full of trees and 

“Ofcourse forests are full of trees 
and animals,” interrupted Shiv. “So 
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let's meet at the bus-stand early 
tomorrow morning by about six 
o'clock. See you then.” And he was 
off. Ram had no choice but fall in 
with the plan 





Next morning Ram and Shiv 
took a bus to the forest on the 
outskirts of their town, When they 
reached there Shiv warned, “Follow 
me. This place is quite big and we 
don’t want to lose each other.” Ram 
just nodded his head. He could 
hardly speak: he just closed his eyes 
and walked on, listening to Shiv’s 






footsteps. After a while he found he 
no longer heard his friend’s 
footsteps. He opened his eyes and 
found himself in the middle of 
nowhere! He was absolutely terrified 
and took a few steps backwards, He 
hit something. He just could not 
move. Suddenly a voice broke 
B= the silence. “How dare you hit 
fe me, you puny human!” Ram 
tured to find himself facing 
a huge neem tree, The shock was 

too much for him. He fainted! 

“ Ram, Ram, wake up!" 
He opened his eyes and 
saw, Words tumbled out, 
Shiv, talk, tree, there! I mean the 
talking is tree, no the tree talking...” 
Helping him up, Shiv just smiled 





Hemanth 
Krishnan 
celebrates his 4th 
birthday on 14th February. 
“Many more happy returns of the 
day, my dear brother.” 
— Best wishes from your dear 
sister Harini 





BIRTHDAY'BASH! 

















and said, “Ram! It 
wasn't the tree 
talking. The voice 
you heard was mine 
and you did not 
recognise it! I know 
about your fear of trees.” 
“So you knew all the time and 
began a puzzled Ram. 
“OF course 1 knew! What are 
friends for?” grinned Shiv. 
Managing to recover, Ram said 
“Well it was a quick way to recover, 
but that was some shock!" 








— Ramya Ravishankar, 
Std IX, 
School. 

Chennai 





Shri B.S. Mootha Girls 
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Mohit Kumar celebrates his 
14th birthday on 8th February 
“Happy birthday to 
you and best wishes 
for a happy and 
prosperous future.” 
—Aman, family 
and friends. 
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Gokulam is our family 
magazine. We like the puzzles, 
Viewpoint, Creative Comer and the 
stories. 

—K Priyadarshini, 
K.Ashmithavathi, 
K Sushmithayathi 
Panagudi 





Thank you very much for the 
personal calendar in the last issue of 
Gokulam. The cover story was very 
educative. Gokulam encourages 
young writers. I am proud to be the 
‘one responsible for introducing this 
‘wonderful magazine to many of my 
friends. 

— G.Ragavijaya, 
Std VIII, 
Jawahar School, 
Neyveli 


The pages of 

Gokulam give 
children a view of the world around 
them, Itis a treasure trove filled with 
knowledge and recreation, guiding 
and grooming youngsters to become 
worthy citizens of our motherland. 
Elders like me lament over the fact 
that there was no Gokulam in our 

school days! 

—R. Gopalan, 
Chennai 


Gokulam is the best magazine 1 
have ever read. I eagerly wait for it 
every month. My dad also says that 
it is a very good magazine and is 
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very informative. Many of my 
friends are Gokulam fans. We can 
hardly wait for it every month. Can 
you make it a fortnightly? 





—RS.Madhumitha, Std IX, 
Anna Adarsh MSS School, 
‘Chennai 


I have been subscribing to 
Gokulam for five years now. 
Gokulam is becoming more and 
more interesting with every issue. 
The articles are simply superb. 
Please give us more information on 
Harry Potter. 


—BMithra, 
Std V, AECS, 
Kalpakkam 





T came to know about Gokulam 
from my friend who loves it. She 
has now moved to Hyderabad. Thope 
she continues to read Gokulam. Lam 
a regular reader. Could we have 
some more monthly contests please? 

— PNiharika, Std VILL, 
Nayki's Educational Centre, 
Benguluru 


T first read Gokulam in October. 
Till then T was a fan of another 
children’s magazine. Since then 
1 have switched loyalties! 





‘Thank you Gokulam. 
— V.Sindhuja, 
Benguluru 


T have been reading your 
magzines for the last couple of 
months. I have improved my English 
communication skills and 
vocabulary by reading your 
magazine. 

—R.Thyagaraju, Std VI, 
Chinmaya Vidhyalaya, 
Hyderabad 


My mum gave me the 
GOKULAM, December 2006 issue, 
I found it very interesting to read, 


especially the picture stories! I took 
the book to school and enjoyed 
reading it along with my friends at 
lunch time. Give us more picture 


stories. 
G. Siddarth, 
Shrishti Vidhyashram, 
Brammapuram, 
Vellore 





T'ma keen reader of Gokulam. 
It’s a storehouse of knowledge and 
fun. It's a boon for curious children, 
like me. My favourites are 
Viewpoint which gives us, children, 


a chance to express 
our views and also 
the puzzles. I wish 
Gokulam all the 
best. Keep up the 
good ideas. I'll keep 












reading!! 
— Rayneet Kaur, 
Std VIII, Joseph's 
Conyent School, 
Pathankot 


T came to know about Gokulam 
for the first time when my father 
bought it for me. From then on I have 
never missed a single issue of it. It 
is very interesting and as I read 
Gokulam my fingers itch to tum 
over the pages. I like Wonder 
Science, Pottering Around and many 
other feature. I thank Gokulam, 

—TE.L-Kesav Reddy, 

Std -X, 

Atomic Energy Central School, 
OSCOM 
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Th the Victorian Era a computer 
was a person! He was employed in 
jobs where numbers were important 
‘A computer was essentially a hu 
ccaleulator, By the middle of the 19th 











century, fast and efficient cate 
machines replaced people at 
workplace. Computer. 





became everyone uF 
only in the 20th century. T 
computers, in many shape 
and speeds, are found everywhe 
No single computer is 


r 
one or for 


all tasks. 4 
Pall) 





ht for every 






eed 





For instance, scientists who work on 
quantum physics (with atomic and 
sub atomic particles), weather 
forecasting (how is the monsoon this 
year?), climate research (will 
temperatures raise arounc the 
world?), and molecular modelling 
(think of the diagrams of conyplex 
molecules) use super- computers. 
Like many nations, India too needs 
her Supercomputers. Supercomputer 
Padma, built by Centre for 
Development of Advanced 
Computing (C-DAC) in Pune, India, 
is one of the best in the world, 

Not all computers need to work 
so fast or do so many tasks. Chances 
are that we will be u! 
in our daily life without being «ware 


















computers 


of it. For example: the computer in 


a car cheeks for pollutants and other 


ssions. It is like having a 

itting in the engin. An 

device callec an 

edded system, with a small 
~~ ae 


ne 
LUNE 
UC 


g machines 





washil 
televisions, DVD 
players, medical 


equipment, handheld 
computers, videogame 








consoles, MP3 players and tra 
lights that we use everyday. 


We can actually wear 
computers that look like clothes. Fire 
fighters, industrial workers and 
patients use these computers that 
look like ordinary dresses. For 
example: A patient’s breathing rate, 
heart beat and body temperature can 
be measured and recorded by 
‘draping’ the person in a 
computerised ‘garment"! Even a 
child's asthma symptoms can be 
monitored easily. 


Some homes are computerized 
right from the lock. A cell phone or 
& computer watch opens the door 
without the need fora key. A central 
home computer monitors the 
routine maintenance (like checking 
the air conditioner), manages phone 
messages, reminds for refills 
of medicines, milk, 
vegetables in the @& 
fridge, and even calls 








seed of a supercomputer Is 
The speed of a SUPRTEONP HS 


tions Per 
\ {eLoating Point Operal r 
| Second) or TFLOPS. The eo 8 
t computer : 
| (Sener at 360 teratlops. It Per 
forms 1012 
er S20 
| computations p¢ 


ee 











Computer saga 










an emergency f 
number when it 
senses that we are 
having a heart 
attack! 


Despite these advances, there 
are many things computers cannot 
do. A computer cannot speak, for 
‘one thing. And of course we cannot 


enjoy a joke with it! 
Pentium computers running on | 
] Windows or a Macintosh can carry § 
| out approximately 100 million 
| instructions per second, However, 
| «computer, much faster than that 
| is sitting right on top of our 
| shoulders! The human brain is an 
amazing computing device and the 
| fastest processor available right 
now. Think about it! 
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PADMA SRINATH 


Here are two lovely books 

published by 
Katha’ (4-3, 
Sarvodaya 
Enclave, Sri 
Aurobindo Marg, 
New Delhi 
110017) for 
children, This 
publishing house is, 
known for its rare 
sensitivity and care 
in choosing the 
right authors and 
attending to finer 
details of book 
publishing 


Walk the 
Rainforest with 
Niwupah isa book on rain 
forests. The text is narrated by 
Niwupah hornbill who herself 
lives there, She refers to the 
forest floor as ‘the kitchen’! She 
tells us quite simply what a rain 
forest is and how delicately and 
beautifully Nature balances man, 
life forms in the dense and 
untrodden regions of the wild 

The strange ways of the fig 
tree, the croaking frogs, swaying 
monkeys, and of course the 


78 February 2007 GOKULAM 


great hornbill are described 
graphically and illustrated 
beautifully 

‘A major part of the book 





details the unique life of 
hornbills 
Each page has a blurb which 
capsules Niwupah's narration, 
Maya Ramaswamy who has 
drawn the pictures has done an 
excellent job 


Earthsong is a book which 
talks of all the occupants on 
board a blue green space shi>. 
The speciality of this book is 
that it uses dough models for 


illustrations. This gives a sense 
of reality to the narration and 
also captivates the eye even 

before the story is read! This 

book can therefore be 
very interesting even 
to little children who 
cannot read the text 
by themselves. They 
could just look at the 


















pictures and be happy and learn 
too. 

Ofcourse, the text holds a lot 
of worthy information for older 








children: 1100 
species of 
molluscs have 
been discovered 
1600km deep 
down the ocean! 

Actually, ‘the blue-green 
space ship’ is the Earth; and all 
the characters on board are you, 
me and us! 

The book teaches us facts, 
questions our use of natural 
resources and warns us to be 
wise and not ravage Nature 

Since the text is entirely 
in lilting verse form, the 
book is ideal for ‘read 

aloud’ and ‘sing along 
sessions. 

Both these books 
are excellent value for 

money, 








. VO itw 


Walk the Rainforest with 
‘Niwupah: Rs.120/- 


Earthsong: Rs.95/- 
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Develop Fluency & Confidence in Oral -— 
Communication. Faages-1t 
Develop Ability in Written Communication. 

Develop Comfort in Contextual Vocabulary. 

Develop Creativity in Writing. 

Application of English Language Skills to Develop the 

intelligences, 
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